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FROM THE PRESIDENT  - ROBERT GESMUNDO 

In this Special Commemorative Edition of Com-

mentary, I send you this message. 

As ANZAC DAY approaches much has been said 

about the imposed restrictions and many suggestions offered to 

Commemorate our Special Day. 

I do hope that our Membership will Commemorate ANZAC DAY in 

one of the many opportunities suggest by the Media. 

I would like to offer this reading in Commemoration and Respect. 

He was that, which others cared not to be. 

He went where others feared to go 

And did what others failed to do 

He asked nothing from those that could give nothing 

And willingly gave himself to all. 

He has seen the face of terror. 

Felt the chill of fear 

And warmed to the touch of love. 

He has hoped, pain and cried. 

At the very least in later days 

He will be able to say with Greatest Pride 

That he was indeed 

A Soldier. 

You will be sorely missed………….Mate 

Lest We Forget 

Wishing you all a safe and positive ANZAC DAY 2020. 

Yours in Armour 

Robert 
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At 1100 Hours on the 19th of April President Robert Gesmundo visited the Tenth Light Horse 
Memorial located on Fraser Road Kings Park. The Kings Park Board gave approval for two 
members of the Association to attend in accordance with social distancing rules in place at the 
moment.  
 
President Robert laid the wreath on behalf of all members in surroundings, which also some-
what surreal,  at the same time expressed the desire for current unit members, Association 
members, members of the XLHA and indeed the CORPS to commemorate the OLD BOYS of 
the Regiment in a tradition that dates back many years.  
 
Indeed when these commemorations many members of the “Glorious Tenth” (Tenth Light 
Horse Regiment AIF) and those who served during WW2 with the 2/10th were present. Many 
of the 2/10th  served overseas with other units as well.  
 
Decorations won by members of the Glorious Tenth: 

 
1 VC; 1 CMG; 3 DSO, 1 bar; 1 MBE; 9 MC, 1 bar; 15 DCM, 1 bar;  

15 MM; 3 MSM; 48 MID; 4 foreign awards 
 

Nominal Roll:      1429 
Killed:                    237 
Wounded:            479 

 

A SQN 10LH currently upholds the traditions and esprit de corps of the Regiment 

within 13 BDE and in support of other CORPS units in Australia. In recent years 

the unit has been very active in Australia and has provided many members to vari-

ous operations around the country  and overseas. As we speak unit members are 

currently employed helping to support activities to reduce the impact of the cur-

rent virus. To them especially our thoughts are with you today 
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At this time we also remember members of the Association who have died during the year. 

TREVOR SUTCLIFFE 

NORM MANNERS 

GARNET BUCKLEY 

BARRY CLEMENTS 

 

Our member Laurens West has produced a audio visual presentation of the 2017 Old Boys Pa-
rade and the file is attached. It is well worth watching. Also from Laurens the sign he has to place 
outside house on ANZAC DAY. 

  

      

 

 
 FROM THE RSL WESTERN AUSTRALIA  

 
Please abide by all Government direction in regard to social distancing. Some 

suggestions from the RSL in regard to household observance of ANZAC Day 
 
 
 
 
Lighting a candle and joining our ANZAC Day driveway Dawn Service at 5.55am 

on April 25. Tuning in to ABC Radio, 6PR, 96FM and 6IX for the dawn com-
memoration that will include The Ode, The Last Post and one-
minute’s  silence#DrivewayDawnService 

  
Firing up a family barbecue or a traditional gunfire breakfast of bacon, eggs and 

sausages … plus a mug of (rum-spiked) tea or coffee to toast the fallen. 
  

Tuning into a special ANZAC Day commemorative broadcast on TV (more details 
to come). 
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READING COL KEN ASHMAN AT THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF OPERATION  

HAMMERSLEY 

 

The Vietnam war was closely followed in Australia through in-country tv 

and newspaper reports. On 2 march 1970, an AAP  report from Vung Tau 

informed newspaper readers in Australia, and overseas, that a few days 

previously, nine Australians had lost their lives in South Vietnam, anD 

and another 29 had been wounded. Most were members of the  

8
th
 battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment – 8rar – and most were the 

victims of land mines. 

The headlines “9 Australians die in Viet minefield were stark, eye-

catching, and the story told of a tragedy”. Fifty years on, the words 

of an anonymous journalist recall one of Australia’s darkest days of 

the Vietnam war and I quote:- 

“Vung Tau … doctors, nurses and wards men here, and at Nui Dat, are to-

day caring for 29 diggers wounded by two mine explosions and enemy con-

tacts on ‘black saturday’. 

Nine Australians died in the action. Exhausted staff at both hospitals 

spent long hours treating the wounded as they were assisted from Aus-

tralian and American helicopters, into a clearing ward. Surgeons and 

theatre staff at the 1
st
 Australian task force hospital at Vung tau, 

worked non-stop for 15 hours on the Long Hai … mine casualties from the 

8
th
 battalion, and later on soldiers 3 from the 6

th
 battalion, wounded by 

rocket fragments and bullets in the duc thanth area .Six diggers were 

in the hospital’s intensive care unit early today, in a reported seri-

ous condition.  Eight soldiers and field engineers died instantly in 

two mine explosions about 50 yards apart, in a small rock-surrounded 

valley another soldier died of injuries later.  

A  RAAF Iroquois helicopter which was winching down an Australian was 

caught in the second blast, and sustained 23 holes.  

Dead and wounded lay in the field for about 20 minutes before the first 

American dust-off (medical evacuation) helicopter arrived. It hoisted 

up five badly wounded diggers and ferried them to Vung Tau about 12 

miles away. It was the worst mine incident since the Australians came 

to Phuoc Tuy province in 1966.” 

Though the operation on which most of these casualties occurred was 

never named in this story, we now know that it was Hammersley, and that 

on 28 february 1970 - ‘black saturday’  was the day on which more Aus-

tralians became landmine casualties than on any other day during the 

Vietnam war. Yet, while these words speak of tragedy, they remind us 

too of the courage displayed by those who served - of the soldiers on 

the ground and the aircrew who risked their lives to rescue the wounded 

and they remind us also of the tireless dedication with which medical 

personnel tended to men wounded on the battlefield.   

 

Today we honour all who served on Operation Hammersley, and we remember those who lost their lives in 

the Long Hai hills in early 1970. 
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Top Left:  Black Hats commemorate the lives of TROOPER HUGH CARLYLE AND LANCE CORPORAL  
BARRY JOHN WHISTON  at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier AWM. Wreath Layers are  3 Troop Leader 3 CAV then 
CAPT Ken Ashman, Troop Officer 2LT Craig Mitchell, with Graeme Unmack RAEME. 
 
Photographs from 50th Anniversary Ceremony, Vietnam Memorial including Black Hats present. 
 
Photographs  taken at the Assembly area for Hammersley and Nui Dat. 
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A 

SQN 10LH OLD BOYS PARADE  
 

10LH MEMORIAL FRASER AVENUE KINGS PARK  
SUNDAY THE 23RD OF APRIL AT 9AM  

ASSOCIATION DRESS WITH BLACK HAT AND MEDALS  
 

The unit has advised they will be mechanised on arrival with vehicles parading on the outlet road at the 
rear of the memorial with troops dismounting and marching on from that area. The Association has been 
asked to be on parade also and to that end we will meet at the memorial at 0845 Hours 15 minutes prior 
to their arrival.  

 

From RAACAWA Archives: Promotion of 2017 OLD Boys Parade. Laurens West has provided an audio visual of this  

commemoration service which has been sent out under separate file— a good coverage 
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NEED A PLAQUE  - Tony Beekwilder 
Tonybeek1942@gmail.com 
0409204336 

Dick Jones – Wooden Models  

Dickover60@hotmail.com 

Plumber 

Laurens West 

https://,m.facebook.com/pregrineplum 

MEMBERS BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

mailto:Tonybeek1942@gmail.com



